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GANGWATCH REFORMING
The NYPD announced in a press conference Tuesday morning that an increase in local gang activity has led to the reform of GangWatch, which will take effect in a matter of days.

This program will provide an anonymous hotline, intended to encourage eyewitnesses to report their encounters with gang-related activity throughout the city.

“We were focusing on the homeless community to such an extent that it impacted our work regarding local gangs,” commented Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly.  The police have promised to devote more energy to keeping the gang problem under control.

The reemergence of GangWatch comes at the heels of what the NYPD terms “a series of distressing incidents.”  Some residents have registered concern as a result of changes in the graffiti in various parts of the city; GangWatch is meant to help address those concerns.

Other New Yorkers are not so pleased with GangWatch.  A Brooklyn man voiced his complaints: “It’s nice to hear that the police are focusing on gang violence, but what about those squatters that are living in the abandoned buildings?  Sure, some of the homeless being scooped up might be innocent, but what about those punks who bum around on purpose?”

(Story continues) 

HOMELESS HELP FOR THE HOLIDAYS

As the holiday season approaches, charity clinics and shelters continue to open throughout New York City, in spite of a drop in volunteer activity.  

This year, New Yorkers are investing more money than manpower in their attempts to help the homeless, possibly as a result of the economic slump.  Some analysts have credited luxury guilt, theorizing that the wealthy have made relatively huge donations because of their high job security.

The combination of this influx of monetary donations, talk of opening even more shelters, and the NYPD’s relaxation of their crackdown on the transient population has led many New Yorkers to hope that this will be a better holiday for the homeless.

(Story continues)

OBAMA HELPING AUTOMAKERS

President-elect Barack Obama has kept a relatively low profile as automakers plead for billions from Congress, but behind the scenes, the incoming administration is working hard on finding ways to ease the crisis.

Obama and his advisers are studying options for helping the automobile industry beyond what Congress does or doesn't do before he steps into office.

Talks on the Hill have included mention of a possible short-term loan for the auto giants to act as a Band-aid until lawmakers can hammer out legislation with a long-term plan when the new Congress begins next year. Other lawmakers have suggested that bankruptcy could be a good thing for the automakers.

Despite what may happen in the coming weeks, there's no indication that the problem will be solved before Obama steps into office.

(Story continues)

CEL-RAY’S RAP REVOLUTION

Had enough of hip-hop?  Tired of techno?  You’re in for a surprise.  Pick up a copy of Cel-Ray’s One-Eyed Girl, set for release on December 5, and you won’t be disappointed.

With classical voice training and four years working the club circuit in L.A., Cel-Ray is a man with a vision: revolutionize the average American’s view of rap.  

While not exactly “clean” by your mother’s standards, his lyrics glorify women instead of objectifying them, counsel listeners to stay away from the use of hard drugs, and offer intelligent commentary on the country’s economic policies.

(Story continues)
ATHEIST SIGN FOUND IN DITCH

An atheist sign criticizing Christianity that was erected alongside a Nativity scene was taken from the Legislative Building in Olympia, Washington, on Friday and later found in a ditch.

"I thought it would be safe," Freedom From Religion Foundation co-founder Annie Laurie Gaylor told reporters earlier Friday. "It's always a shock when your sign is censored or stolen or mutilated. It's not something you get used to."

The sign, which celebrates the winter solstice, has had some residents and Christian organizations calling atheists Scrooges because they said it was attacking the celebration of Jesus Christ's birth.

(Story continues)
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Horoscopes

ARIES (March 21 - April 19): There’s one thing that we’ve got, and the one thing we’ve got is enough to save us all.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): I finally saw the writing on the card.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): Are you petrified of being petrified?

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Oh my god, you look like a frog!

LEO (July 23- Aug 22): Do you want to go back to the way we were?

VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23): These circumstances are so mysterious.

LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 22): Can’t you see, we were meant to be.

SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21): You’re okay in my book.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 – Dec 21): My dad is rich and your dad is dead.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 19): You can do anything!

AQUARIUS (Jan 20 – Feb 18): You look smart, but it’s just book smarts.

PISCES (Feb 19 - March 20): 
What is it with you and her?
Letters to the Editor

Editor-in-Chief Eugene Christian Wright responds personally to your letters in our weekly feedback column.  Send all questions, thoughts, comments and concerns to feedback@dailydirge.org.
 Are you a cat person or a dog person?

- Stephanie Rousse
I'm a Chinchilla person. You show me something cuter and fuzzier, and I will show you a lie. Los Casa De Wright is proud home to my personal favorite fuzzball, Gutenberg, who is just about as adorable as something can be without ripping a hole in the fabric of space and time. In a macho, absolutely hardcore sort of way. Honest.

•

What was your life like before you became the Editor-in-Chief of the Dirge?  Were you always in journalism?

- A fan
Actually, I had a somewhat promising career in Law once upon a time - but that's hardly a story for the letters page (or honestly, anywhere the kids might see.) Suffice it to say that in the end, the pen proved mightier than just about anything, and I'm making a bigger impact here than I ever did working with the District Attorney's office. I'm very lucky to have sort of stumbled into a perfect situation, and I am grateful for it. 
Maybe I'll write some memoirs when it's all said and done.
•
Keep the faith, kids - settle for nothing less than Truth.


Eugene Christian Wright


Editor In Chief
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